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… the disappearance of a mode of church engagement 
characterised by commitment, resilience, and sacrifice 
among many Western believers. In its place a new mode 
of disengaged Christian faith and church interaction is 
emerging. This new mode is characterized by sporadic 
engagement, passivity, commitment phobia, and a 
consumerist framework.
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The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to 
show his servants what must soon take place. He made it 
known by sending his angel to his servant John, who 
testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who 
reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near.

Revelation 1:1-3



The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to 
show his servants what must soon take place. He made it 
known by sending his angel to his servant John, who 
testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God 
and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who 
reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near.

Revelation 1:1-3



Empire

Idolatry

Evil



Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the 
eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 
earth – to every nation, tribe, language and people. He 
said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship 
him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.”

Revelation 14:6



Christian resistance to empire and idolatry conforms to 
the pattern of Jesus Christ and of his apostles, saints, 
prophets (like John), and martyrs: faithful, true, 
courageous, just, and nonviolent. It is not passive but 
active, consisting of the formation of communities and 
individuals who pledge allegiance to God alone, who live 
in nonviolent love toward friends and enemies alike, who 
leave vengeance to God, and who, by God’s Spirit, create 
mini-cultures of life as alternatives to empire’s culture of 
death. This is a Lamb-shaped or cross-shaped (cruciform) 
understanding of discipleship and mission.
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